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advancement of tho country, but aluo in its  economic development;,   which   will   be

expedited in proportion   to the increase of  efficiency   in   technical   education,   and

ittt pace will bo regulated by tho growth of  university departments    where   practical
knowledge is taught.

SYSTEM is AT FAULT

A larger and larger proportion of tho graduates   find   themselves   unable  to  fit
into the economic scheme of the country,   ft is commonly supposed that this is due
to the univcrfliticfi Hooding tho country with too   many graduates.    But   the   fault
HOB not with tho number but with the system  of   university education, which   con-
contratOB attention on literary education mostly   and scientific instruction party, and
dooH not make tho fltiuknta qualified for any trade or profession, except the profession
of law and education, It IB no wonder that tho profession of law is so over-crowded.
Tho univerttiticfl, which are imparting only general education and are suffering from an
utter lack of specialization, should boldly face tho fact and mould themselves so as to
bo in a position to find employment for their graduates in industries, trade and com-
merce ju&t as much as in tho services. Tho universities would be failing in their duty,
if they were to allow Ihcir students to bo drifted away after completing their courses
of study, without any fixed aim in mind, and throw thorn out into a world of fierce
competition, where they may not earn even half as much as   they spent as students.
The academic authorities ought to ba in a position   to   guide   the   students   under
their care in selecting their future lines of occupation ;   and the   courses   of   study
should bo so organised as to compel tho students to make up   an   early   choice  of
career.

Tho universities should rcadapt themselves to tho needs of tho time, and must
fldjuftt their teaching to tho requirements of tho various professions, services and
industries. University life muwfc bq in living contact with tho practical problems of
tho country ; and to achieve this the universities roust enter into active co-
operation with established industrial institutions. It is only by the discoveries and
inventions of commercial utility made by universities that betterment of the ecopo-
nomio conditions of India can bo brought about, What is wanted is an applica-
tion of scientific research to industrial developments, and this can be procured by
co-ordination and harmony betwcccn the universities and the pioneer industries of
the country. Only a reorganization on such lines will meet tho crisis.*

CO-ORDINATION AND QO-OPEBATION

Of late ycarp, much has been said on coordination and co-operation among the various
universities. Tho dream that there should bo cooperation in such a way that only a few
parlicular subjects should bo taught afone university and at that university exclusively,
is not capable of being realized.   Co-ordination in the sense that a subject should not
be introduced if provision for it exists at some   other university can be   thought of
only when tho quefltion of tho addition of  some minor   subjects of lesser importance
arises.   As far as I can seo, the present list  of  subjects  taught   in the Indian uni-
versities is not such as to leave much room   for curtailment or cut.   Unitary teacn-
ing universities have of a necessity to bo   self-contained,   which implies   that   there
should be facility for the teaching of at   least all   tho   important   subjects   on   tne
Arts and the Science sides.   The facilities that exist   in the Indian   universities, ex-
cept perhaps in the arts classes, aro not very wide,   and   it   is   extremely _ doubtful
whether a further limitat'on would be of any utility at   all.    If a free choice of tne
subjects is to be given to the students, the   question   of   combination   is   a   matter
dependent on individual talents and aptitude,  necessitating   adequate   provision _ior
all the important subjects.    There is bound to bo a certain   amount   of overlapping,
and to some duplication of work but it is difficult to see how this can be avoided.

For instance, tho number of subjects taught at the Muslim   University   may,   at

first   sight,   appear to be large,  but they include only the important subjects, most

of which are altogether indispensable.   They   comprise   only the important brancnes

of knowledge, for which there is always a groat   demand,   and in   most   or   wnicn

classes are usually full.   With the exception   perhaps of   some   solitary   subject, IB

will never be possible to abolish any department altogether.   If the number or BUD-

jects prescribed at Aligarh were compared with the number of   subjects   taugnt   ai

Cambridge, Oxford or London, the contrast would be striking.   Perhaps many, wno

talk of reducing the number of subjects in the Indian   universities, are   not   aware

that at the big English Universities well over 150  different  subjects are available to

students and there is adequate staff to teach all of them.